The Nile Waters
more detailed technical agreement, embodied in a separate
document known as the Working Arrangements, came
formally into operation. The effect of the settlement was
to ensure that only surplus water would be used whether
for direct flow into the canal, or for filling the reservoir.
The volumes to be so used were limited, but there was no
limitation of the area irrigable by means of these volumes,
The water requirements of the Sudan are so small in
comparison with the normal flow of the river that ordi-
narily there is no risk of Egyptian interests being adversely
affected. To safeguard Egyptian interests in the event
of an abnormal year of late arrival of the flood, or of low
discharge in the winter season, certain statistical criteria
are applicable in a manner specified in the agreement.
In the former event the opening of the Gezira Canal would
be retarded, and in the latter event the date from which
storage water must be drawn upon would be advanced.
As explained in an earlier part of this chapter the irriga-
tion year is divisible into a season of surplus and a season
of shortage. The two criteria just mentioned represent
the precise demarcation of the two seasons as at the
Sennar Bam,
Although these arrangements only came formally into
force in May, 1929, their provisions, so far as these safe-
guarded Egyptian interests, had actually been in practice
since the Gezira Scheme came into operation. The change
in mode of operating the reservoir resulted In the dis-
charge of substantial volumes of water which were surplus
to the Sudan's requirements, and which Egypt was able
to utilise. This surplus naturally decreased with the
expansion of area in the Gezira ; but during the first
six years of working the total volume released to ttte
advantage of Egypt equalled that used by the Sudan.
The agrwment, besides regulating the use of water from
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